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The term of service of the commander having expired., he
was informed by the secretary that his next duty would be as
inspector of the Third Lighthouse District, with headquarters at
Tompkinsville, Staten Island. Preliminary to this announcement,
the secretary stated that somebody had informed him that
this assignment would be agreeable to the commander, though
he had not learned this fact from, him,. The reply was that
such duty would be acceptable, provided it did not displace
the incumbent at that place. To this the secretary replied that
these orders would be regarded as fixed, and he handed the com-
mander his orders to return to San Francisco.

Before leaving on the afternoon train, on February 1st, Cap-
tain EL L. Howison called at the Shoreham Hotel to offer his
congratulations to the commander upon Ms new assignment to
duty. He informed him that he had just forwarded Captain
H. F. Pickens's detachment from lighthouse duty, wherein the
commander of the Baltimore was named as his relief. He sug-
gested that the Lighthouse Board had recommended himself for
the place and jestingly observed that Sihe had been weathered
in the deal." It was the first intimation that the order had
already been issued and it came with some surprise, as no
suggestion had been made by the secretary during the inter-
view of that morning that he had already promulgated the
order.

After his return to California, the commander received the
order referred to above through the commandant. The date
named in it for relinquishing the command of the cruiser was
that upon which his relief should report. The relieving officer
named was Captain William Whitehead, a friend, classmate and
companion from boyhood.

On February 24, 1892, the cruiser was turned over to the
new commander and "good-by" was said to officers and men
of the ship at muster. They were thanked for their loyal help
during the cruise, which had been full of incident and varied
in station and not without some danger. At the same time, their
splendid discipline and unvarying steadiness were commended
to the new commander. As their old commander was about to
pass over the side., the master-at-arms stepped forward and said:

"Captain, the boys wished me to present in their name this of "Washington, a nephew Mare Island to facilitate repairs after her
